Red Schoendienst
February 2, 1923 - June 6, 2018

PLEASE JOIN US IN THE TRIBUTE SECTION OF MARTIN OAKS CEMETERY AND
CREMATORY WEBSITE WHERE WE REMEMEBER FINE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE
MADE SOME LASTING CONTRIBUTION TO OUR SOCIETY. NOT ALL OF THE
OBITUARIES WE PRINT HERE ARE NOTABLES OR CELEBRITIES: THEY ARE
PEOPLE WE FEEL DESERVE RECOGNITION FOR THE LIVES THEY LIVED.
THE ORIGIN OF OBITUARIES CAN BE TRACED BACK TO ROMAN TIMES WHERE A
“DAILY ACTS” (ACTA DIURNA) NEWSLETTER WAS PUT OUT ON PAPYRUS. IT
INCLUDED ANNOUNCMENTS OF PASSINGS. THE LATIN WORD FOR OBITUARY IS
OBITUS, WHICH MEANT GOING TO A PLACE, LIKE A SETTING SUN – IT WAS
IMPORTANT IN THE ROMAN CULTURE TO PROVIDE APPROPRIATE FINAL
DISPOSITIONS, INCLUDING DEATH ANNOUNCMENTS.
WILLIAM GLADSTONE, FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AND
A DISTINGUISHED OBSERVER OF THE HUMAN CONDITION, SAID THAT HE COULD
TELL THE CHARACTER OF THE PEOPLE OF A COMMUNITY BY THE WAY IT
REMEMBERED ITS DEAD.
OTHERS HAVE POINTED OUT THAT IT’S ALMOST A PART OF THE HUMAN DNA TO
WANT TO BE CHERISHED BY THOSE WHO GO AFTER US – A PHILOSOPHER
COMPARED THIS TO “CARVING YOUR INTITIALS ON THE TREE OF LIFE.” WE ALL
WISH TO LEAVE A MARK, NOT TO JUST DISAPPEAR, FOREVER FORGOTTEN.
ALTHOUGH OBITUARY WRITING HAS EVOLVED THROUGH THE AGES, THE
PURPOSE OF THOSE ROMAN NOTICES HAVE REMAINED IN EFFECT: TO CALL
ATTENTION TO AN IMPORTANT LIFE CYCLE EVENT.
TODAY’S OBITUARIES TELL A LIFE STORY, ALBEIT IN VERY SHORT FORM. A
SENSE OF THE PERSON WHO IS PASSED, AN ACCOUNT OF THE MEMOIRES THEY
CREATED FOR THOSE LEFT BEHIND IS THE CONERSTONE OF ANY WELL
WRITTEN OBITUARY.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH US THE STORIES OF YOUR LOVED ONES,
PLEASE SEND THEM ON – WE WILL BE HAPPY TO INCLUDE THEM IN OUR
TRIBUTES.
“SO WE BEAT ON, BOATS AGAINST THE CURRENT, BOURNE BACK CEASELESSLY

INTO THE PAST,” F. SCOTT FITZGERALD.

If the late Hall of Famer Stan Musial was “the greatest Cardinal of them all,” then fellow
Hall of Famer Red Schoendienst easily could be called “Mr. Cardinal.”
Mr. Schoendienst, who died Wednesday evening (June 6, 2018) at home in Town and
Country at age 95, wore the Cardinals’ uniform longer than anybody else in the franchise’s
long and storied history and was the oldest living Hall of Famer.
He played for the Cardinals from 1945-56 and again from 1961-63. He coached for the
1964 world champion Cardinals and managed the Cardinals from 1965-76, winning
National League pennants in 1967-68 and a World Series in 1967.
After two years as an Oakland Athletics coach, Mr. Schoendienst would return as a
Cardinals coach from 1977-1995, including stints as interim manager in 1980 and 1990,
and after that, for more than 20 years, was a staple in uniform before every home game
and in spring training as a special assistant to the general manager.
In total, Mr. Schoendienst wore the “birds on the bat” for more than 60 years, with the
highlight coming in 1989 when he was elected by the Veterans Committee to the Baseball
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y., joining his longtime friend, roommate and teammate
Musial.
Mr. Schoendienst is survived by his four children — Colleen, Cathleen, Eileen and Kevin;
eight living grandchildren (he had 10 total grandchildren); and seven great-grandchildren.
“Red was one of the greatest Cardinals of all time, and a beloved member of the Cardinals
organization for over six decades,” said Cardinals chairman Bill DeWitt Jr. in a statement.
“His influence on this organization cannot be overstated. Red was a great player, a great
manager and a wonderful mentor to countless players, coaches and members of the front
office. He was also a fan favorite who connected with millions of Cardinals fans across
multiple generations. He will be sorely missed.”
Dal Maxvill, the shortstop on the World Series teams of 1967-68 and later a coach with Mr.
Schoendienst and then the Cardinals general manager, put it simply, but perhaps the best:
“He was one of those guys,” said Maxvill, “where you never heard anybody say anything
bad about him. There’s not too many people like that.”
Tony La Russa, one of several Hall of Fame managers who wore the Cardinals uniform,
said, “He was one of the most beautiful individuals you’d ever want to meet. In every way,
he was beautiful.”
The Schoendienst family provided the following statement: “Red Schoendienst has
passed away today surrounded by his family. He had a life full of happiness for 95 years.
He inspired all that knew him to always do their best. Red was a great ball player, but his
legacy is that of a great gentleman who had respect for all. He loved his family, friends,
teammates, the community and his country. He will be greatly missed.”

Mr. Schoendienst, born on Feb. 2, 1923, in Germantown, Ill., was signed by the Cardinals
from a tryout camp in St. Louis in 1942. Ironically, he made his big-league debut in 1945
when Musial was in the Navy and even more ironically, he made that debut as a left
fielder.
As his career evolved, Mr. Schoendienst became known, besides his clutch hitting as a
switch-hitter, for his slick defensive play at second base. “He had the greatest pair of
hands I’ve ever seen,” Musial once said.
Indeed, Mr. Schoendienst led the National League in fielding percentage at second base
seven times, in addition to hitting better than .300 for a full season on five occasions and
being named to 10 All-Star squads. Mr. Schoendienst’s defensive percentage of .9934 in
1956 lasted as a National League mark for 30 years.
Mr. Schoendienst was surprised and crushed when he was dealt at the trading deadline in
1956 to the New York Giants in a nine-player deal that brought shortstop Alvin Dark to St.
Louis. But, a year and a day later, Mr. Schoendienst was sent by the Giants to the
Milwaukee Braves, whom he helped lead to pennants in 1957 and 1958 before being
limited to just five games in 1959 after he had been beset by tuberculosis.
The Milwaukee franchise won its first and only World Series in 1957, with Henry Aaron
named the Most Valuable Player that year. But, in Aaron’s mind, there was only one MVP
and it wasn’t himself.
“We don’t win it without Red. He was our Most Valuable Player,” Aaron said many times in
succeeding years. Mr. Schoendienst hit .310 for the Braves as their midseason spark and
finished third in the league MVP vote, an almost astonishing accomplishment as he played
just more than half a season with Milwaukee that year.
Counting his seasons with Aaron as a teammate, Mr. Schoendienst had the distinction of
being teammates with Hall of Famers Aaron, Musial and Willie Mays of the Giants, just as
those three had the distinction of being his teammate.
Mr. Schoendienst’s career had taken form when he was named the International League
Most Valuable Player in 1943 as he hit .337 for the Cardinals’ Rochester Class AAA farm
team and then he batted .373 in 25 games for Rochester the next year before going into
the Army.
But Mr. Schoendienst was discharged in 1945 due to a severe eye injury and an injured
left shoulder and soon joined the Cardinals, making the team out of spring training.
After his year in the outfield, Mr. Schoendienst moved to second base in 1946, helping the
Cardinals to their third World Series title in five years.
He would be a staple at second base for the Cardinals for the next 10 years. His best
offensive year came in 1953 when he finished second in the NL batting race, hitting .342,
two points behind Carl Furillo of Brooklyn.
Mr. Schoendienst hit 15 home runs that year and 84 for his career. But the home run he
was most noted for was his 14th inning homer off Detroit left-hander Ted Gray to win the

1950 All-Star Game for the National League in Chicago’s Comiskey Park.
Mr. Schoendienst also would manage the National League to All-Star victories in 1968 and
1969. He is the only person to have managed the Cardinals in four different decades.
After his 12-season stint from 1965-76, Mr. Schoendienst finished out the 1980 season as
manager and then managed in 1990 between the resignation of Whitey Herzog and the
hiring of Joe Torre.
The “Redhead” achieved 1,041 victories as a Cardinals manager, second only to La
Russa. As a player, he hit .289 for his career and his fielding average was a snappy .983.
When his playing, coaching and managing days were over, Mr. Schoendienst still was a
font of information for La Russa, who often asked Mr. Schoendienst for his opinions when
La Russa had his successful run as manager of the Cardinals that ended in 2011.
Mr. Schoendienst’s No. 2 was retired officially in 1996, yet he wore it for many years
afterward. For a long time, La Russa had a picture of Mr. Schoendienst in the manager’s
office with the caption, “His uniform’s retired. But he’s not.”
Obituary Credit: http://www.stltoday.com/sports/baseball/professional/hall-of-famer-redschoendienst-dies-at-he-was-mr/article_d32f81fe-c286-5023-8667-10b0fc89b206.html
A note from Martin Oaks Cemetery & Crematory:
Red Schoendienst was the epitome of a Hall of Fame major league baseball
player/manager.
He completely understood the game, played second base with grace, managed
intelligently, and, off the field, was a man of faith. An example to all.
RIP Red Schoendienst

