Charles Krauthammer
March 13, 1950 - June 21, 2018

PLEASE JOIN US IN THE TRIBUTE SECTION OF MARTIN OAKS CEMETERY AND CREMATORY WEBSITE WHERE WE
REMEMEBER FINE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE SOME LASTING CONTRIBUTION TO OUR SOCIETY. NOT ALL OF THE
OBITUARIES WE PRINT HERE ARE NOTABLES OR CELEBRITIES: THEY ARE PEOPLE WE FEEL DESERVE RECOGNITION
FOR THE LIVES THEY LIVED.
THE ORIGIN OF OBITUARIES CAN BE TRACED BACK TO ROMAN TIMES WHERE A “DAILY ACTS” (ACTA DIURNA)
NEWSLETTER WAS PUT OUT ON PAPYRUS. IT INCLUDED ANNOUNCMENTS OF PASSINGS. THE LATIN WORD FOR
OBITUARY IS OBITUS, WHICH MEANT GOING TO A PLACE, LIKE A SETTING SUN – IT WAS IMPORTANT IN THE ROMAN
CULTURE TO PROVIDE APPROPRIATE FINAL DISPOSITIONS, INCLUDING DEATH ANNOUNCMENTS.
WILLIAM GLADSTONE, FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AND A DISTINGUISHED OBSERVER OF THE
HUMAN CONDITION, SAID THAT HE COULD TELL THE CHARACTER OF THE PEOPLE OF A COMMUNITY BY THE WAY IT
REMEMBERED ITS DEAD.
OTHERS HAVE POINTED OUT THAT IT’S ALMOST A PART OF THE HUMAN DNA TO WANT TO BE CHERISHED BY THOSE
WHO GO AFTER US – A PHILOSOPHER COMPARED THIS TO “CARVING YOUR INTITIALS ON THE TREE OF LIFE.” WE ALL
WISH TO LEAVE A MARK, NOT TO JUST DISAPPEAR, FOREVER FORGOTTEN.
ALTHOUGH OBITUARY WRITING HAS EVOLVED THROUGH THE AGES, THE PURPOSE OF THOSE ROMAN NOTICES HAVE
REMAINED IN EFFECT: TO CALL ATTENTION TO AN IMPORTANT LIFE CYCLE EVENT.
TODAY’S OBITUARIES TELL A LIFE STORY, ALBEIT IN VERY SHORT FORM. A SENSE OF THE PERSON WHO IS PASSED, AN
ACCOUNT OF THE MEMOIRES THEY CREATED FOR THOSE LEFT BEHIND IS THE CONERSTONE OF ANY WELL WRITTEN
OBITUARY.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH US THE STORIES OF YOUR LOVED ONES, PLEASE SEND THEM ON – WE WILL BE
HAPPY TO INCLUDE THEM IN OUR TRIBUTES.
“SO WE BEAT ON, BOATS AGAINST THE CURRENT, BOURNE BACK CEASELESSLY INTO THE PAST,” F. SCOTT
FITZGERALD.

Charles Krauthammer, a Pulitzer Prize-winning Washington Post columnist and intellectual provocateur who championed the
muscular foreign policy of neoconservatism that helped lay the ideological groundwork for the 2003 U.S.-led invasion of Iraq, died
June 21 at 68.
The cause was cancer of the small intestine, said his son, Daniel Krauthammer. He declined to provide further information.
“I believe that the pursuit of truth and right ideas through honest debate and rigorous argument is a noble undertaking,” Dr.
Krauthammer wrote in a June 8 farewell note. “I am grateful to have played a small role in the conversations that have helped guide
this extraordinary nation’s destiny. I leave this life with no regrets.”
A star of page and screen, Dr. Krauthammer (pronounced KRAUT-hammer) was one of the highest-profile commentators of his
generation. In addition to his syndicated weekly column in The Post, which garnered him a Pulitzer in 1987, he was a marquee
essayist for magazines across the political spectrum, including Time, the New Republic, the Weekly Standard and the National
Interest foreign policy journal. He also was a near-ubiquitous presence on cable news, particularly Fox.
By any measure, Dr. Krauthammer cut a singular profile in Washington's journalistic and policymaking circles. He graduated in 1975
from Harvard Medical School — on time, despite a diving accident that left him a quadriplegic — and practiced psychiatry before a
restless curiosity led him to switch paths. Instead of diagnosing patients, he would analyze the body politic.
Jacob Heilbrunn, author of “They Knew They Were Right: The Rise of the Neocons” and editor of the National Interest, said in an
interview that Dr. Krauthammer “crystallized conservative thought and exerted influence by setting the terms of public debate at key
moments in the nation’s political life.”
Known for acerbic, unsparing prose and hawkishness on U.S. and Israeli security matters, Dr. Krauthammer long directed his moral
indignation at the “liberal monopoly” on the news cycle. He was festooned with honors by right-leaning groups and sought after by
Republican policymakers. Vice President Richard B. Cheney once praised him for his “superior intellect.”
To the left, Dr. Krauthammer was a boogeyman, most notably on the matter of President George W. Bush’s “war on terror” and the
ultimately catastrophic efforts to democratize the Middle East.
On Israeli-Palestinian relations, he acknowledged the suffering on both sides but firmly defended the Jewish state in what he saw as

its existential battle for survival. “Israel’s crime is not its policies but its insistence on living,” he wrote in a 2008 Post column. He
declared international law worthless and quipped that Islamist militants are seldom “impressed by U.N. resolutions.”
His prolific work extended far beyond politics and foreign affairs to touch on complex social problems that he had first encountered in
his medical practice. He wrote poignantly — and at times caustically — about societal treatment of the mentally ill. Many patients,
released from psychiatric facilities at the urging of civil libertarians, were set adrift on the “very mean streets” because of a fantasy of
“a Rockwellian community ready to welcome its eccentrics,” he wrote in Time in 1985.
“In the name of a liberty that illness does not allow them to enjoy,” he concluded, “we have condemned the homeless mentally ill to
die with their rights on.”
After mass shootings, Dr. Krauthammer argued, Democratic leaders made “totally sincere, totally knee-jerk and totally pointless” calls
for stricter gun laws instead of addressing what he regarded as the more relevant underlying issue: the failure of families and the
state to ensure effective psychiatric intervention for those who need it.
“In the liberal remake of ‘Casablanca,’ ” he wrote in The Post in 2013 after the Washington Navy Yard killings, “the police captain
comes upon the scene of the shooting and orders his men to ‘round up the usual weapons.’ ”
The essayist and critic John Gross, writing in the New York Times, once called Dr. Krauthammer a skilled “controversialist” and
“master of the crisp and compact formulation” whose greatest strength was his “ability to seize on the giveaway quotation or the
exquisitely revealing chink in his opponent’s armor.”
Dr. Krauthammer said his politics were shaped by growing up in the post-Holocaust years with Jewish parents who had escaped the
Nazis in Europe. He grew up attuned to the “tragic element in history,” he once told a C-SPAN interviewer. “It tempers your optimism
and your idealism. And it gives you a vision of the world which I think is more restrained, conservative, if you like. You don’t expect
that much out of human nature. And you are prepared for the worst.”
He initially defined himself as a liberal Cold Warrior, a Democrat who embraced anti-communist as well as New Deal and Great
Society programs that aided the most vulnerable. His support for the robust use of American military power gradually left him
alienated from the Democratic Party, however, and he found ideological succor in neoconservatism, identifying with writer Irving
Kristol’s definition of its adherents as onetime liberals who have been “mugged by reality.”
In the 1980s, Dr. Krauthammer coined the term “Reagan doctrine” to describe “overt and unashamed American support for antiCommunist revolution” in the form of proxy wars from Nicaragua to Angola. After the fall of the Soviet Union, he was credited with
popularizing the phrase “unipolar moment” in commentaries that advocated solidifying American hegemony in an era when no other
power came close to matching the United States in might.
His arguments found favor with the growing tide of neoconservatives in the GOP and saw their most intense expression during the
first term of the Bush administration, when the president sought not only to bring to justice the perpetrators of the Sept 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks but also more broadly to foster American-style democracy in the Middle East by toppling Iraqi dictator Saddam
Hussein.
In the lead-up to the Iraq invasion, the Bush White House tried to gain international support by accusing Hussein of hiding weapons
of mass destruction. Despite shaky evidence for the claim, Dr. Krauthammer was foremost among pundits who took up the
president’s cause, excoriating anyone who opposed it or hesitated, from the Swedish weapons inspector Hans Blix to Secretary of
State Colin L. Powell.
The U.S.-led invasion, which Dr. Krauthammer billed at the outset as a “Three Week War,” has dragged on ever since, caused more
than 4,000 U.S. deaths and more than 100,000 Iraqi casualties amid a grinding insurgency, and left the United States mired in a
failed state with hostile neighbors. No WMDs were found.
Harold Meyerson, then a Post columnist writing in the liberal American Prospect magazine in 2005, dubbed Dr. Krauthammer “the
most insistent and hectoring” of the public intellectuals who sold the war to the public by subordinating “the facts on the ground to
their own ideological preferences and those of their allies within the administration.”
Dr. Krauthammer later downplayed the American abuse and torture of detainees at Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq as an aberration in “the
most humane occupation in history.” He favored torture of terrorism suspects, assailing the “moral preening and the phony
arguments” of those — including Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), who endured torture as a prisoner of war in Vietnam — supporting a
2005 bill that prohibited the inhumane treatment of prisoners under all circumstances.
The noted political scientist and author Francis Fukuyama, a longtime admirer, began to accuse Dr. Krauthammer of blind
triumphalism. They exchanged long, blistering, sometimes personal critiques in the pages of the National Interest that, in part, led
Fukuyama to distance himself from the neocon movement.
Dr. Krauthammer at times took a corrosive tone toward Bush’s Democratic successor. He called President Barack Obama “a man of
first-class intellect and first-class temperament” but took jabs at his “highly suspect” character, citing his friendships with his “racebaiting” pastor Jeremiah Wright and the “unrepentant terrorist” Bill Ayers.
Dr. Krauthammer, who sounded the clarion call of an existential struggle with “Arab-Islamic totalitarianism,” said Obama’s “passion”
was for “protecting Islam from any possible association with ‘violent extremism’ ” and painted him as a welfare-state-expanding
extremist “given to apologies and appeasement” on the world stage.
Yet Dr. Krauthammer, whom Bush named to the President’s Council on Bioethics, was never completely a partisan warrior. He
differed from many cultural conservatives by favoring legalized abortion and stem-cell research and abhorred the idea of “intelligent

design,” calling it “a fraud,” “today’s tarted-up version of creationism.”
He scolded the tea party, a loud minority within the GOP that tried to force its way legislatively with government shutdowns, as the
“suicide caucus.” It was one thing to be a “blocking element” in the minority, he said, but their tactics were no way to govern.
Dr. Krauthammer was apoplectic about the rise and election of President Trump, calling him a “moral disgrace” for his initial refusal to
fully condemn a white nationalist rally in Charlottesville and a walking “systemic stress test.”
“He had great lucidity of thought and was an extremely pungent polemicist,” Heilbrunn said of Dr. Krauthammer. “Those traits
manifested themselves once more in his searing denunciations of Donald Trump as a phony. They showed that Krauthammer wasn’t
simply a reflexive, unthinking conservative who was peddling the party line. He had real discernment and independence. At bottom,
he was an intellectual, not just a journalist, with real literary flair and style and insight.”
A swimming accident
Irving Charles Krauthammer was born in Manhattan on March 13, 1950, and at 5 settled in Montreal with his father and mother,
Jewish refugees from Europe.
In Canada, the elder Krauthammer prospered as a real estate executive. Charles, the younger of two sons, graduated first in his
class at Montreal’s McGill University in 1970 with a degree in political science and economics. He then spent a year studying political
theory at the University of Oxford.
Amid the ferment of student revolution on college campuses, he grew disillusioned with politics and abruptly switched course to
pursue medicine. That discipline, he later wrote, “promised not only moral certainty, but intellectual certainty, a hardness to truth,
something not to be found in the universe of politics.”
Physically robust in his youth, Dr. Krauthammer was a gifted sailor, skier and swimmer. The summer after his first year at medical
school, he was diving from a springboard into an outdoor swimming pool in Boston when he struck his head on the concrete bottom
and his spinal cord snapped. He had been studying neurology that week and said he “knew exactly what happened the second it
happened.”
He spent 14 months in intensive physical therapy while also being tutored so he could complete medical school with his class. What
pained him most, he told The Post, was the fear that people might evaluate him by different standards because he was in a
wheelchair, with limited use of his hands.
“If I can just muddle through life, they’ll say it was a great achievement,” he said. “That would be the greatest defeat in my life — if I
allowed that. I decided if I could make people judge me by the old standard, that would be a triumph and that’s what I try to do. It
seemed to me the only way to live.”
The Post reported that he reached a settlement with the pool builders for about $1 million. He became chief resident of the
psychiatric consultation service at Massachusetts General Hospital and an official at the federal Health and Human Services
Department in Washington.
After a brief stint as a speechwriter for Vice President Walter Mondale, he joined the staff of the New Republic in 1981, received a
National Magazine Award in 1984 and joined The Post the next year. His books included two essay collections, “Cutting Edges:
Making Sense of the Eighties” (1985) and “Things That Matter: Three Decades of Passions, Pastimes and Politics” (2013). He spent
decades as a panelist on the syndicated public affairs talk show “Inside Washington.”
Outside of his political thinking, he was chairman of Pro Musica Hebraica, a group that revives largely forgotten Jewish classical
music on the concert stage.
In 1974, he married the former Robyn Trethewey, an artist, whom he met at Oxford. In addition to his wife, of Chevy Chase, Md., and
their son, of San Francisco, survivors include his mother, of Rockville, Md.
“History is shaped by its battle of ideas, and I wanted to be in the arena,” Dr. Krauthammer once said, “not because I want to fight,
but because some things need to be said. And some things need to be defended.”
Obituary Credit: https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/obituaries/charles-krauthammer-pulitzer-prize-winning-columnist-andintellectual-provocateur-dies-at-68/2018/06/21/b71ee41a-759e-11e8-b4b7-308400242c2e_story.html?
noredirect=on&utm_term=.9dde7db95fa6
A note from Martin Oaks Cemetery & Crematory:
See our facebook today with one of the best columns Charles Krauthammer ever wrote. RIP Charles Krauthammer.
https://www.facebook.com/martinoakscrematory/photos/a.1003115723063971.1073741827.108141529228066/2092058477503018/?
type=3&permPage=1

